June 2022

“Ordinary Time” and Growth
The Season after The Pentecost begins on June 12th with Trinity Sunday and concludes on November 20 with Christ the King Sunday. It is also
known as “Ordinary Time.”
This is the longest season of the Church Year and focuses on spiritual
growth as individuals and collectively as the Body of Christ. For that reason, we use the green in the context of worship, symbolizing growth as we
witness it in the natural world.
How might the Holy Spirit be inviting you to grow in your spirituality in
the midst of the ordinariness of this time? What does that look like for you?
If you are not already praying the three Psalms a week as part of The Psalms
in Everyday Life, might you consider participating in this project? The
schedule is posted in the bulletin each week and is on Page 7 in this issue of
the Chronicle.
Might you spend more time in God’s creation this time of year as a way
to experience God at work in the world? How might I help you in finding
ways to grow in your faith? You are welcome to contact me!
At some point over the summer, we will be getting ideas from across the
Cluster to develop new opportunities for people of all ages to grow closer to
God and one another. May this Ordinary Time be extraordinarily fruitful!
Fr. Derrick Fetz, Missioner

We use the word
ordinary to mean routine,
unexceptional, everyday.
But as a Season of the
Church Year, it has yet
another meaning.
The Sundays between
Pentecost and Advent are
numbered. Latin for number is ordinal, so the numbered weeks are called
Ordinary Time, numbered
time. The Latin, ordinal,
leads to ordos, order. Ordinary Time then includes
numbered Sundays and
notes the ordered life of
the Christian Church.

Congratulations to Will Boeck, left, and Leo Compton, June 5 graduates of Mechanicsburg High School. Will
is headed for Wittenberg University and Leo will attend Wright State University. Also, best wishes to Our Saviour’s newly baptized and their sponsors, l to r, Adam Sorensen, Levi Sorensen, David Sorensen, Miriam
Sorensen, Michelle Rammel, Hope Rammel, Larry & Vicki Rammel and Wade Rammel.
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Fathers, flowers and flags
June is rose month, Dad receives some well-deserved recognition on Father’s Day and the origin and meaning of the American flag gets its due. The idea of an annual day for dads developed slowly, lacking the enthusiasm that created Mother’s Day. Some said the male parent hadn’t the same sentimental appeal; others,
mostly men, believed that to accept praise and gifts wasn’t “manly”. One state finally marked a special day for
dads. A woman in Spokane, Washington, one of six children raised by their widowed father, drummed up local
support and June 19, 1910, the state observed the first Father’s Day. To give the idea a boost, President Wilson
pressed a telegraph signal in Washington, D. C., to unfurl an American flag on Father’s Day in Spokane.
By this time, Father’s Day was a national institution, but it wasn’t until 1972 that President Richard Nixon,
campaigning for re-election, made it a federal holiday. Nixon won a second term, and the third Sunday of June
was officially established as Father’s Day in America.

First flags of our country
During the American Revolution, there were flags aplenty. British
regiments displayed their colors as did colonial troops. In 1775, in an
effort to unify the colonial forces, the Second Continental Congress
created the Continental Colors, a banner of 13 red and white stripes
representing the 13 colonies with a Union Jack in the corner.
As the rebellion grew, Congress decided that the Union Jack made
the wrong statement and in 1777 passed a resolution creating the Flag
of the United States. It kept the 13 stripes, but 13 stars replaced the
Union Jack. It wasn’t until 1916 that President Woodrow Wilson, on
the date of the 1777 resolution, made June 14 national Flag Day

Continental Colors

Flag of the United States

Bob’s flag—Few know that an Ohio boy designed our 50-star flag for a history project.
Alaska became a state in 1950 and 17-year-old
Bob Heft of Lancaster, anticipating Hawaii’s admission, removed the stars from his family flag
and made two more. Using his mother’s treadle
sewing machine he restitched the 50 stars in a new
pattern. His project got a B-. Undiscouraged, Bob sent the flag to his
congressman who passed it on to the White House where a winner
would be chosen. On July 4, 1960, President Eisenhower and Bob
stood side by side as Bob’s 50-star flag was raised over the nation’s
capitol. We understand that Bob’s grade was also raised---to an A.

The Episcopal flag

The Episcopal Church in America adopted a flag October 16,
1940, the 251st anniversary of
the 1789 ratification of the constitution and canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the
United States.
The flag was designed with
this symbolism: the white field
for the purity of the Christian
religion; the red cross for the
sacrifice of Jesus and the blood
of the martyrs; the Madonna
Blue corner a color often used
for Mary’s clothing, honoring
Jesus’ human mother.
The nine white crosslets for
the original nine dioceses are in
the shape of the St. Andrews’
Cross as the first American
Bishop, Samuel Seabury, was
consecrated in Scotland.
The colors red, white and blue
represent the United States and
the American branch of the Anglican Communion.

3

The rainbow
comes and goes,
And lovely is the
rose
We don’t know when William Wordsworth penned these
lines, but they lend themselves
to June, the month of roses. A
plant of that name has invigorated mankind’s sense of
beauty for thousands of years,
recorded in history, literature,
poetry, music, and the visual
arts.
June was a natural choice to
honor the rose as it’s the month
that provides the closest to
ideal growing conditions for
the more than 100 varieties of
the plant.
The rose was early linked to
love and romance. A rose sent
during the Renaissance was a
secret declaration of love and
roses would often accompany a
romantic verse to the admired
parti. The rose, or some of its
100 varieties, has long been a

tradition for June weddings.
Since 1986, the rose has been
the national flower of the United
States. President Reagan made
the announcement from the
White House Rose Garden, created by First Lady Ellen Wilson
in 1913.
Christians claim the Rose of
Sharon from the Song of Solomon as part of their Biblical
heritage.
Those who know tell us that
Solomon’s rose was probably
more like a crocus or tulip,
grown from a bulb.

Solomon’s rose of Sharon
It prospers in dry conditions
and may be what Isaiah had in
mind in Chapter 35: “The desert
shall rejoice and blossom as the
rose.” The Biblical flower that

bears the name of Sharon isn’t
really a rose, but a hardy plant of
the mallow family (hibiscus syriacus).

The mallow rose
It flourishes in the fertile plain
of Sharon, a strip of coastal Israel
from the Mediterranean to the
mountains. Its five-petal blooms
may be white, red or purplish pink.
Hibiscus syriacus is also the
source of saffron, named for its
golden yellow color and prized for
thousands of years as spice, dye,
medicine and perfume.
We can’t confirm Shakespeare’s claim that a rose by any
other name would be as sweet,
but time has proved that these glorious posies called roses, are a
credit to all creation.

June altar flower donors
June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26

OUR SAVIOUR
Susan Boerger, in memory of Paul and Georgia Bumgarner Bline
Nancy Bullard and family, in memory of Ed and Martha Jean Hunt
Pat Turpening, in memory of Ethel and Charles Keller
Todd and Amy Boeck, in memory of Robert Boeck

June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26

EPIPHANY
Charles Stadler, in thanksgiving for his family
Charles Stadler, in thanksgiving for the Cluster
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Rees, in loving memory of Janet’s mother, Helen Fleming
Carol Wappelhorst, in memory of Ron, Ora and John Sarson
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Look who came to dinner
Maybe it was the popular menu: pulled pork sandwiches, potato salad, Cole slaw, fruit and cookies, but
more likely the appeal of once again being able to gather around the dining table with friends and family that
attracted some 84 folks to Our Saviour for the May 26 Community Meal.
Program coordinator Amy Boeck credits ever-generous Bill Miller and the Oasis Food Pantry for the meat
and potato salad and the relaxing of pandemic restrictions that allowed guests to eat in as well as carry out.
Preparation, serving and clean-up were efficiently accomplished by faithful volunteers: Sarah Bradford,
Amy Boeck, Dusty Hurst, Greg Kimball, Gary Lantz and Jim Westfall. Fr. Derrick and Lily and Ainsley
Drexler, granddaughters of Bill and Kay Miller, also pitched in.
Planning is already underway for the June 22 meal. Do put it on your calendar, too.
Left, enjoying food and fellowship, l to r, Kay Keller, Harold Hoover, Bill Miller, Ainsley Drexler, Kay Miller, Jean Rutan and Tom Keller. In the background, Dennis Toops and Kim Drexler have a visit. Right,
kitchen crew on duty, l to r, Dusty Hurst, Greg Kimball, Gary Lantz,

From Forward Day by Day
Author Rex Peterson’s devotional for May 27 is based on Matthew 7:26-27.
And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man
who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against
that house, and it fell. And great was the fall!
Mr. Peterson is an architect. He tells of seeing a deep excavation beside a house to
accommodate footers for an addition to the building. The hole was left uncovered.
Heavy rainstorms came; the house split with part of it sliding into the soaked hole.
Mr. Peterson urges Christians to realize the tremendous risk in leaving the very foundations of Christianity and the democratic ideals of our country unprotected from
storms of hatred, violence, dishonesty, abuse of power and injustice. We must act or
GREAT WILL BE THE FALL.
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Community Meal a gift from Jackie

Jackie

Sharon and Julia

Dianne
Fr. Derrick, Mary Neal

It was happy making to see May 18 Epiphany Community Meal guests once
again lingering over their dinners in the church dining room, digestion enhanced
by convivial conversation.
About half of the 80 meals were bagged for carryout, but other diners accepted the church’s invitation to return to the pre-pandemic arrangement and
stayed to eat with friends at the church.
The May menu of succulent shredded pork sandwiches, baked beans and Cole
slaw was provided---and prepared---by Jackie Barr, daughter of Community
Meal coordinator Paddy Barr and a food industry professional.
Jackie is an associate of Terrapin Ridge Farms, which creates and markets
specialty foods and gourmet condiments, e.g., bacon pepper and mango jam! The
Florida based firm ships exclusively from Urbana, that facility managed by Ms.
Barr and staff.
Ever-faithful Community Meal servers Paddy Barr, Sharon Applegate, Dianne Cummings, Mary Neal Miller, Laura Milton and Julia Robertson efficiently
filled plates and boxed and bagged carry outs. Fr. Derrick was on hand to greet
guests, assist with carry outs and table service.
May diners won’t soon forget Jackie’s culinary creativity: baked beans with
original seasoning, an optional pork barbecue sauce from Jackie’s own recipe
and a cabbage slaw that Cole would have envied. A sweet finish of Girl Scout
cookies was secured through Jamie and Mari Fetz, leader and member of Urbana Troop 2052.
We can never be grateful enough for folks with Jackie’s skill, spirit and generosity who have sustained the Community Meal program since its inception.
And for the good friends who come to share food and encourage one another.
We’ll be serving again June 15---hope to see you then!
Laura

A pretty guest

Paddy and daughter, Jackie

Bottles of blessing Sycamore House Pregnancy Center’s annual

fundraiser is underway
in the Cluster. It has made empty baby bottles available at each church. Congregants are invited to use them to collect coins, bills or insert a check to benefit the work of Sycamore
House. Bottles are to be returned on June 19, Father’s Day. Heartfelt thanks in advance on
behalf of mothers and babies who need our help and hope.
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Rogation Days in the Cluster
Rogation Sunday
Blessing the grass seed in lieu of a field
we regress to our pagan forebears
who revered the crops that preserved them
from starvation and the scorn of enemies.
Whether the years be lean or fat, some corn
must grow, some cattle bring forth young.
Wise in the way of primitive peoples
we know that food is the first gift
before we can tolerate any other.
Every handful of dirt is holy under a sky
pregnant with rain and vegetation,
Every tree and shrub the furniture of heaven.
In our liturgy of cycles we plant
the outlines of new cathedrals
between this valley and the next one.
Birdsong for bell, lilac and peony for incense, we sanctify a season.
Amy Jo Schoonover

The word rogation means request, to ask.

In this case,
for prosperity in our endeavors. It has been for centuries
a religious observance. When we were basically an
agricultural nation, rogation blessings were aimed at
food and field crops. They now include commerce and
industry. Pictured is the blessing of Urbana Market
Street Gardens and Dragonfly Vineyard by Rev. Ray
Branstiter of Messiah Lutheran Church and Fr. Derrick.

7

What makes us Anglican Episcopal?
Fr. Derrick recently prepared confirmands with information about the denomination, its history, beliefs, mission and form of worship. It seems a good time for each of us to refresh our
knowledge of things Episcopal. To that end, we repeat a Chronicle article from
almost ten years ago, answering frequently asked questions.
Episcopal beliefs. The faith is summed up in three
historic universal Church creeds, each from a different
time in the life of the Church, each clarifying a point
of faith: the Apostle’s, an ancient Baptismal creed;
the Nicene, written at the fourth century Council of
Nicaea settling the controversy of the divine nature of
the Son of God, and the Athanasian Creed, attributed
to St. Athanasius which defined the nature and relationship within the Trinity. We hold that the Holy
Scriptures “contain all things necessary to salvation”.
In short, we believe what Christians have for all time
believed.

The Episcopal worship service. Our worship is
liturgical, a term that means “the work of the people”.
The assembly and presiding clergy praise God together in words from the Scripture, selected and edited
for public use. Each has a part to say in proclaiming
and celebrating God in our midst. The chief form of
worship is Holy Communion or Holy Eucharist which
dates from the Second Century. Hints of it are
even in the Acts of the Apostles in the New

Psalms in Everyday Life
Week of
Week of
Week of
Week of

June 5----Psalms 61-63
June 12---Psalms 64-66
June 19---Psalms 67-69
June 26---Psalms 70-72

Testament. The Episcopal service is rich in Scripture: from Hebrew Scriptures, Psalms, one of the
Epistles and one from the Gospels. When you add
the Scripture in the liturgy itself, we are washed over
by the word of God each Sunday.

The formal style of worship, using the
Book of Common Prayer. First, it preserves
for us the essence of the true faith, passed on by Jesus to his apostles and the first followers. Using ancient sources assures us that we are keeping intact
the substance of the faith of our forebears.
Second, it liberates us from mundane demands of constant spontaneity and from temptation to indulge in a
passive, consumer-oriented style of worship.
The liturgy moves with an energy all its own,
honed by 2,000 years of Christian experience, and
touches both the depth of who we are and the depth
of God.
The liturgy is our greatest gift from the Christian
past and the most useful in keeping us on target as
we look toward the future.

The Diocese of Southern Ohio informs us
that the Episcopal Church is home to
more than 25,000 people in Southern
Ohio with faith communities in Dayton,
Columbus, Cincinnati and in towns and
county seats. Rooted in the Anglican
Communion, we number more than 70
million worldwide, with 2.4 million living
in the United States.

The respective Vestries of Our Saviour
and Epiphany recently adopted new logos
to assist in communication and evangelism
efforts. A task force from each church worked independently with Christopher Dinnel,
graphic designer and Pastor of Community
Engagement at Urbana United Methodist
Church, to create a series of logos that captured the essence of the respective faith
communities.
The Our Saviour logo features the Rose
Window above the main entrance with
its descending dove, symbol of the Holy
Spirit. Blessings to Marilyn Foulk who
had the window restored some years ago.

check out
our new
logos
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The Epiphany logo features the Epiphany window found in its bell tower,
“rising” above the City of Urbana just as
the Epiphany Star dazzled above the
town of Bethlehem.
The new logos will be used on multiple communication tools, including social
media, website, stationery and banners.
We will look into ordering shirts bearing
the new logos as well!
Our Saviour’s logo development task
force included Emily Rozmus and Gary
Lantz. Heather Angus, Paddy Barr and
Mary Neal Miller served on Epiphany’s
task force. Fr. Derrick assisted both.

