April 2022

Seekers of new life to report
Signs of spring abound. Finally! One of my favorite “signs” of spring is the announcement, “Pitchers and
catchers to report!” The call to Spring Training in Major League Baseball invites us to hope for warm, sunny
days and new life (especially for our beloved Cincinnati Reds). Some of us are watching Spring Training to
determine if new life will be realized by the Reds. I do believe in miracles.
In the natural world, the dormancy of winter emerges into the liveliness of spring. Recently, I noticed the
skunk cabbage and the marsh marigolds while walking at Cedar Bog. Such signs give us some assurance that
more colorful days are ahead. These are signs of life springing up.
How are you a sign of new life? Do people see Easter in you? Let me explain. During the Spring of 2006, I
spent three days at St. Gregory’s Abbey, an Episcopal Benedictine monastic community in Three Rivers,
Michigan. I was on a spiritual retreat to prepare for my ordination to the diaconate. (That was the church’s version of Spring Training).
Although I stayed in my own cabin, I joined the brothers and other guests for meals and worship. It being
the Easter Season, sermons included themes of renewal, hope and new beginnings. I was particularly moved
by the preacher’s quote from Abbot Andrew Marr, “The story of Jesus’ Resurrection has not come to an end.
The story spills out of the New Testament into our lives with its challenge to let God gather us into the life God
offers us.” In other words, Easter continues through us …God uses us in daily life to point people to new life.
At the Northern Miami Valley Episcopal Cluster, we strive to continue the story of Jesus’ Resurrection and
equip parishioners to let the story spill out into their lives. Please join us this Easter for some “spring training”
so the story of Easter can continue through you.
How about sharing this story with others? Please begin inviting your friends and neighbors to our Easter
services. To help with this effort, we will be making invitations for you to handout. Those will be ready for
pick up on April 3.
On behalf of the wardens, vestries of Our Saviour and Epiphany, Jamie and Mari, I wish you and yours a
blessed Holy Week and a joyous Easter. All seekers of new life to report!
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Holy week and easter schedule
All are encouraged to attend at least one service on each day services are offered so we can travel together to
the cross and then to the empty tomb. The services offered in conjunction with other churches will include
Episcopal elements and will be partly led by Fr. Derrick.
Palm Sunday
9:15 a.m. Liturgy of the Palms and the Reading of the Passion of Christ at Our Saviour
11:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Palms and the Reading of the Passion of Christ at Epiphany
Maundy Thursday
6:30 p.m. Meeting Jesus in the Upper Room
Location; Mechanicsburg United Methodist Church
50 North Main Street
Good Friday
12 p.m. Meeting Jesus at the Cross: A Meditative Service with Communion from the Reserved Sacrament (this
is a community service planned by Fr. Derrick, Pastor Kazy from First Presbyterian and Pastor Ray from Messiah Lutheran)
Location: First Presbyterian Church
116 West Court Street in Urbana
6:30 p.m. Meeting Jesus at the Cross: A Meditative Service with Communion from the Reserved Sacrament
(this is a community service planned by Fr. Derrick and Pastor Mimi from Mechanicsburg United Methodist)
Location: The Episcopal Church of Our Saviour
56 South Main Street in Mechanicsburg
Easter Day
9:15 a.m. Festive Celebration of the Resurrection with Communion and Special Music at Our Saviour
11:00 a.m. Festive Celebration of the Resurrection with Communion and Special Music at Epiphany

Fr. Derrick announces other Eastertide activities
Easter outreach…a walk in their shoes

The Bishop is coming! The Bishop is coming!

Epiphany is teaming up with the Urbana United
Methodist Church to restock the shoe cupboard at
Urbana Elementary School. Many students are in
need of good footwear. You can support the project
by purchasing new shoes in sizes 1 to 13, placing
them in the bin at the rear of the church by April 11
or by making a cash donation. Please write Easter
Outreach on the envelope or the check memo line.
Thank you for your generosity!

Bishop Wayne Smith will visit the Cluster May 1.
In honor of the occasion, we will have one combined
service on that day, hosted by Our Saviour, 56 S. Main
Street, Mechanicsburg, beginning at 10 a.m.
The visitation will include the Rite of Confirmation.
This first visit from the Bishop in over four years is
particularly special given that it falls within the context of the Easter Season. Come celebrate the hope of
the Resurrection with Bishop Smith.

Welcome dear friends…Diane and Bill Kremer, now of San Diego, California, greeted family and
friends at Sunday morning worship at Epiphany April 3. They made a brief return to Ohio for the funeral of
Bill’s father, a native of Shelby County. Diane spoke enthusiastically about their new community, her association with St. Andrews Episcopal Church and the joy of living close to their son, daughter-in-law and fiveyear-old grandson, Ben. It was a delight to see Diane and Bill again, in good health and spirits. May our
Kremer connection continue to span time and space as a blessing to us all.
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Support and prayer for Ukraine
As Christians, we are called to respect the dignity of every human being. We put that into action by supporting the innocent in times of war. If you are so inclined, please continue to pray for the people of Ukraine
and all those who are innocent. Also, provide monetary support for the reputable relief organization of your
choice, such as Episcopal Relief and Development or the Ukrainian Catholic Church.

Fr. Derrick
As Russia invaded Ukraine, two English Archbishops, Justin Welby and Stephen Cottrell issued a prayer
for the country at war. It was published on Twitter by Archbishop Welby so that this earnest plea might go
forth worldwide from all hearts and souls who value human life and seek refuge in its Creator.

God of Peace and Justice,
we pray for the people of Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace,
for wisdom, discernment and compassion
to guide their decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious children,
at risk and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen.

Ukraine prayer vigil
A Sunday afternoon gathering of local residents at Messiah Lutheran Church March 27 lifted hearts in
prayer for victims of the Ukrainian invasion and Russians who protest at risk of their lives. Music by an ensemble of the Champaign County Youth Choir, led by Kristen Gleeson, was appropriate as millions of children
are among the dead and homeless. A freewill offering of $1800 from the prayer vigil has been sent to the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America to aid countrymen in Ukraine and those who have fled.
The Epiphany vestry has pledged $500 to the Ukrainian Church in this country and another $500 to
Episcopal Relief and Development. May these donations convey to the refugees whatever relief is possible and
the knowledge that they matter and that their grief and loss is known and shared.
Messiah Lutheran Church was the site of a community prayer vigil on behalf of the victims of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. The Champaign County Youth Choir participated in the Sunday afternoon program.
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EASTER, second century
What if celebrating Easter marked us for persecution and possible death?
Second century Christian missionaries, seeking converts in Roman territory, faced just such a risk. Observing Christian holy days sorely tested
their courage and their faith. But as often happens, danger also generates
ingenuity.
At the time, there were numerous heathen religious practices and seasonal pagan festivities which Roman officials accepted without interference. One of the largest of these was a Saxon festival honoring Eastre, pagan goddess of spring. This happily coincided with the Christian observance of the Resurrection of Christ, which, had it been so advertised, would
have resulted in prison or execution for Christian participants.
Well aware of such consequences, missionaries created a Resurrection
ceremony not too visibly different from the long-observed heathen rites of
Artist Johannes Gehrt’s vision
spring. They called their gathering Eastre and held it when the pagan Godof Eastre, Saxon Goddess of
dess’s annual revelry was in full swing. This camouflaged celebration conSpring. She is welcomed by
tinued under the protective name Eastre, and is credited with saving many
birds and beasts, flowers and
Christian lives.
foliage with a few RomanIn 313 A.D. Roman Emperor Constantine made the Christian religion
style cherubs flying about for
legal. About ten years later he called all Christian bishops to the First Coun
good measure.
-cil of Nicaea to settle some disputes and “get everyone on the same page
concerning the Trinity.”
One of the things the Council determined was the date of the pagan cum Christian Eastre (now Easter)
celebration. It was to be the first Sunday after the first full moon after the vernal equinox. Consequently, Easter
will never be observed before March 22 or after April 25. Among the multitude of ecclesiastical marvels is the
fact that this rule has been followed since the fourth century. And that, on Easter, Christians kindly give a nod
to Eastre, goddess of spring, whose name now denotes the Holiest of Christian Holy Days.

Easter hymn premiered in a foundry
The din of an iron foundry may be music to the ears of those who need such
products. But in just such an abandoned site in London, England, Charles Wesley’s Easter hymn, Christ the Lord is Risen Today, was sung for the first time.
The building, known as the Foundry Meeting House, had been pressed into
use as a Christian chapel (later known as Wesleyan Chapel) and Wesley’s hymn
was introduced there at Easter services. First published in the Foundry Collection, it was originally entitled Hymn for Easter Day. Historians believe it was
so popular because of the tune, written by an unknown composer.
The hymn was published anonymously in the Lyra Davidica hymnal. The
Charles Wesley
Editor (who remains nameless) liked the hymn but added “alleluia” at the end
of each line of Wesley’s text to make it better fit the music. Wesley apparently had no objection as the hymn
has ever since been published and sung with the joyous alleluias. Alleluia or hallelujah was a common expression of praise. Jerome, a leader of the early church wrote that “in his day the very ceilings of houses of
worship were often shaken with the reverberating alleluias”. Charles Wesley gets the credit for this popular
hymn, but we might give a kind thought to that anonymous hymnbook editor as our own Cluster churches
reverberate with Easter alleluias!
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More Easter legends
Eastre, Saxon Goddess of Spring, not only christened the Resurrection celebration, but is responsible for
our charming Easter rabbit tradition. It seems that the hare was the earthly symbol for the goddess and it was
worshipped during Eastre’s rites of spring and fertility. In Germany, as early as 1600, the hallowed hare was
assigned a new role---delivering eggs and gifts to children on Easter. German immigrants brought the practice
to America where it has flourished as a joyful custom of Eastertide.
Hares and rabbits are actually different species.
Hares are larger, have longer ears, longer hind legs
and black markings. They live above ground, alone
or in pairs. Rabbits gather in groups in underground
spaces called warrens.

HOT CROSS BUNS! HOT CROSS BUNS!
If you have no daughters, give them to your sons

There are various legends about the origin of one of our popular Easter food specialties, the hot cross bun.
One takes us right back to Spring Goddess Eastre. The Saxon word bun means sacred ox, no reflection on the
good Eastre, but an ox was sacrificed during her revelries and celebratory cakes incised with two lines that represented the horns of an ox.
It is known that before Christianity was legalized, early church leaders took care
to make converts without marking them for persecution. They baked a kind of ox
cake from the recipe used to make the consecrated host, marking the tops with the
two lines forming a cross. The familiar-looking cakes were then offered at Eastre’s
party, which coincided with Christian Resurrection, without exposing Christians.
The cross-marked cake traditions spread with the Church. Christened hot cross buns and made with yeast
spices and fruit, they were reverently eaten on Good Friday. Some religious leaders have rejected hot cross
buns at Easter as frivolous, but clergyman, author Fergus Butler-Gallie declares, “To the contrary. They are a
small reminder of Christ’s life and death. The cross embraces all and conquers all. Hot cross buns, even with
cinnamon and raisins, is a symbol of hope and always to be welcomed.”

All life comes from an egg
This Roman proverb reflects the ancient reverence for the egg, long a symbol of new life. When the Church
began to celebrate the Resurrection, the egg was a natural and easily recognizable symbol. The wealthy covered eggs with gilt or gold leaf. Peasants boiled them with natural substances like spinach, to tint the shells.
Historian Charles Panati claims that sometime in 19th century Germany, Easter eggs were accepted as birth
certificates. An egg was etched with a design and the recipient’s name and birth
date. Such evidence was actually honored in courts of law.
But the most unique eggs weren’t eggs at all, but egg shapes created in jewels
and precious metals by Russian goldsmith Peter Carl Faberge.as gifts for the
family of Czar Alexander III. Decorated “shells” concealed exquisitely-jeweled
interiors. The first Faberge egg featured a deceptively simple white enamel
“shell”. A gold “yolk” opened to reveal a gold hen with ruby eyes. Inside the
hen was a diamond replica of the imperial crown. Of the 53 Faberge eggs, 43
The first Faberge egg.
survive in museums and private collections.
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OKLAHOMA!
ONCE UPON
A MATTRESS
GREASE

The Addams
Family
Final curtain
When the cast of the Mechanicsburg High School musical, The Addams Family, took its final bows in midMarch, it marked the end of a long run on stage for two of the seniors, Will Boeck and Leo Compton. The duo
has earned high praise in a variety of roles in high school theatricals.
In this spring’s comedy, Will was cast as Gomez Addams (pictured at right), patriarch of this wealthy, aristocratic, close-knit idiosyncratic household. Leo portrayed Malcolm Beineke, father of a very proper Ohio
family whose son wants to marry into the Addams clan. The plot turns on the unraveling of secrets and testing
of relationships which bring the Addams family face to face with the one horrible thing they’ve managed to
avoid for generations---CHANGE. Cast and plot are adapted from cartoons of the fictional Addams clan and
its bizarre modus vivendi drawn by a real-life Charles Addams and made famous as a regular feature of the
New Yorker Magazine.
Chronicle staffer Amy Boeck praised the cast’s interpretation of this unusual storyline, noting that “the
show is about love and family and being different. Realizing that this was the last time they would take the
stage together, there were tears all around. What a great job they did, graciously accepting the compliments
and love they so deserved. It was a wonderful weekend.”
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Hearth and Home provides March meal
Late last summer, Hearth and Home of Urbana, an assisted living facility, supplied a delicious supper for
Epiphany’s Community Meal, a generous assist it promised to repeat. Epiphany’s March Community Meal
guests were the beneficiaries of that promise kept.
The Hearth & Home website notes that among its amenities are homecooked meals with appeal for a variety of tastes and appetites. This claim was validated in March by the ready-to-eat spaghetti supper from Hearth
and Home’s experienced food staff. It was served to guests by Sharon Applegate, Paddy Barr, Dianne Cummings, Mary Neal Miller, Laura Milton, Julia Robertson, Carol Wappelhorst and Fr. Derrick who took photos.
The boxed food continues to be offered curbside at Epiphany’s Kenton Street entrance from 5 to 6 p.m. on
the third Wednesday of each month. That practice will continue until Covid-19 and its offspring are considered
under control and we can return to the church dining room to share food and fellowship. Stay with us!
Left: getting March meal activities underway are, l to r,
Julia Robertson, Paddy Barr,
Mary Neal Miller and
Heather Angus.
Right: boxed suppers are
bagged by, l to r, Dianne
Cummings, Sharon Applegate
and Carol Wappelhorst .

New partner for Our Saviour Community Meals
Our Saviour Community Meal Coordinator Amy Boeck reports that “Creno’s, the new pizza place in town,
saw the Community Meal sandwich board sign in front of Our Saviour and came by to see how they could
help.” The inquiry produced enough FREE cheese and pepperoni pizza from Creno’s to feed 65 Community
Meal guests March 29. What a generous way for Creno’s to announce its arrival!
Our Saviour’s program regulars, Sarah Bradford, Todd, Will and Amy Boeck, Dusty Hurst, Jay Keely,
Greg Kimball, Gary Lantz and Emily Rozmus served the pizzas with salad, fruit and Girl Scout cookies, courtesy of Jamie and Mari Fetz of Troop 2052.
From left, Our Saviour volunteers Gary Lantz, Dusty Hurst,
Amy notes that Our Saviour may offer
Will Boeck and Greg Kimball box and serve Creno’s pizza.
dining in as well as carry out next month
in order to restore an important feature of
the endeavor, that of building community.
Sharing food and friendship with folks
from the village and beyond.
April will mark the11th anniversary of
the free monthly Community Meal program at Our Saviour. A meal a month for
eleven years adds up to 132 meals served
to an average of 50-60 guests each month.
Don’t miss the April 27 anniversary
celebration. It’s sure to reflect the hope
and renewal of the season.

Simply spiritual and sacred

Messiah to host women’s retreat May 7
How often we are told to keep moving forward, press on, push
ahead, achieve, endure. But there are circumstances when it’s
necessary and wise to stop, release, rethink, rest. You can be sure
that brilliant military strategy includes logistics for intelligent retreat.
Logistics for a special women’s retreat have been issued by
Messiah Lutheran Church. It will host a time of reflection and
fellowship Saturday, May 7, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please RSVP to
Messiah, 937-653-4110, by April 30. The program will be led by Pastor Katie Kerrigan, Pastor Cheryl Seigenthaler, both associated with the Lutheran Church, and Sandy Branstiter,
wife of Messiah Pastor Ray Branstiter and his partner in Christian service. Event planners
include Jamie Fetz, Cindy Heffner and Vickie Rammel. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. A
light lunch will be served. If you have dietary restrictions, feel free to bring your lunch
(refrigeration is available). There is no charge for this event, but a freewill offering will
benefit a local women’s charity.
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